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A LEITER 
To the Members of Parliament 
For the County of... + 


Concerning the Triennial Bill. 


W herein is conſidered, what may be the eafteſt Way to 
ſecure Triennial Parliaments, without intruding up- 
on the Prerogative. 


With ſome Objections to the Methods of that Kind, 
that formerly have been enacted into Laws. 


_ —_— — 


By ſome Eleftors of Members of Parliament. 


wm 


GENTLEMEN, 


HE Triennial Bill has I, That a bare poſitive Law for 
 beentheSubjett of much ſettled and certain Parliaments, 
Diſcourſe : Wherein we without any Means to induce or 

the Electors of divers procure an Execution of it, will be 
Members of Parliament do appre- an ineffectual Law : For if Parlia- 


hend theſe following Points. ments ſhoyld nat be called accord- 
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ing to ſuch a Law, what Remedy 
could there be had for the nonexe- 
cution without Violence ? 


2, That to lodg or place any 
executive Power for the Calling of 
Parliaments in any other Perſon or 
Perſons, or in any other manner 
than as now is uſed by the King 
himſelf, ſeems to tend too much 
to the Diminution of the Preroga- 
tive Royal, and the Encouragement 
of thoſe who are of the Republi- 
can Principle, as was evident in the 
Statute of 16 Car. 1, cap. 1. herein- 
after mentioned, which we ſubmit 
to your Conſideration. 

Therefore to go ſuch a middle 
Way to attain the End of frequent 
and certain Parliaments, as ſhall 
not touch, infringe or diminiſh the 


Prerogative of Calling, Proroguing. 


and Diſlolving Parliaments, and yet 
ſhall anſwer the SubjeCts ExpeCta- 
tion, recommends 1t ſelf to all lo- 
yers of Peace and Agreement be- 
tween King and Parliament ;, and 
that 1s, to annex the following 
Condition (or ſomewhat to the 
like Effe&) to the next Act of Par- 


liament, which ſhall renew the 


Grant to the King of the Cuſtoms 
of Tonnage and Poundage, Exciſe, 
&c. which is now expiring, ( that 
is to ſay) 

* That 1n caſe there ſhall not from 
© henceforth be a Parliament called 
* and held once in every—— Years, 
* to be accounted from the End of 


© the next preceding Seſſion of Par- 
© liament ; which ſhall be permitted 
©to it the ſpace of———Days at 
* the leaſt after the meeting thereof. 
* And if ſuch Parliament be not Cin 
© the Interval thereof) Diſlolved 
© once in every—— Years, from the 
© making hereof, and a new Parlia- 
© ment called, which ſhall ſit within 
©the Times, and In manner as afore- 


© ſaid ; Then and in any of the 


* Caſes aforeſaid, this preſent Act, 
<3nd all and every the Paiments and 
©Revenues therein granted ſhall 
© ceaſe and be void. 

A Clauſe may be likewiſe added 
to make it Criminal to pay the Cy- 
ſtoms and Exciſe after the Breach of 
that Condition. 

Alſo the Grant of the Revenue, 
with ſuch a Condition annexed, 
may be made temporary for nine or 
twelve Years : And by ſuch a pro- 
bationary Law, the Conveniences 
and Inconveniences thereof may in 
ſuch a Time be diſcerned. 


That ſuch a Law will be effetual 
and proper for the deſigned End, 
appears, | 


1, In that it is conſiſtent and a- 
greeable with the Political Conſti- 
tution of the Kingdom, for it leaves 
the Prerogative to call Parliaments 
intire and untouch'd. 


2, It's natural to the AC it ſelf, 
for thoſe Revenues ariſe by the 
Grant 


(3) 


Grant of the Commons, and may 
be defeated by a Condition. 


3. It will be ſufficiently remedi- 
al, becauſe the Subject may ealily 
take advantage of the Breach of 
the Condition, by non-paiment of 
the Cuſtoms, &c. without atfting 
any thing to the prejudice of the 
Prerogative. 


4. It is operative enough to the 
deligned End, for the Ceſler of 
thoſe Revenues, will be more per- 
ſwaſive to call Parliaments than 
any other Reaſon whatſoever. 


And, 


5. It is moſt reaſonable 3 For the 
Deſign of granting thoſe Reve- 
nues, was to ſupport the Govern- 
ment for the Good of the Subject : 
But it's apparent that the neglect 
of Parliaments formerly did high- 
ly obſtrut the Good of the Sub- 
jet : Therefore by the uſing of 
thoſe Revenues for the enabling a 
Neglect of Parliaments, (as in the 
latter End of the Reign of King 
Charles the Second ) the Delign of 
granting them was avoided. And 
conſequently ir is moſt reaſonable 
that upon ſuch a Uſer, the Reve- 
nues ſo granted ſhould ceale. 


The Methods that have been 
formerly taken to ſecure the cer- 
tain Calling of Parliaments, have 
hitherto proved wholly ineftectual : 


for the Statute of 16 Car, 1, cap, 1, 
which lodzed a Power in the Lord 
Chancellor (in caſe of the King's 
Defaulc) to call Parliaments ; and 
if he failed, then in the Peers or 
any twelve of them; and if they 
failed, then in the Sheriffs; and 
if they failed, then in the Free- 
holders, &c. introduced a kind of 
Republick into the Monarchy, by 
{ſetting up a Supream Power be- 
ſides the Royal Power, and conſe- 
quently inconſiſtent with it. And 
accordingly would be ealily avoid. 
ed ; for if the King (as eaſily he 
might) ſhould have overawed the 
Chancellor, and ſhould have iſſued 
out a Proclamation to prohibit the 
Meeting of the Peers, What Peers 
would bave ventured to have put 
this ACt in Execution ? Or how 
would the Sheritts have agreed (all 
over the Nation) In one Mind to 
have made Elections? Or now 
would the Free-holders have been 
animated univerſally to Aſſemble 
and Ele ? Or what Protection 
could the Members have had to 
meet ? Or how could one Part 
of them have been allured that 
the reſt would have met at the 
Day ? 


And the Statute of 16 Car. 2. 
cap. 1. Which repecals this Act of 
16 Car. 1, and yet feems to make 
Proviſion for Triennial Parlia- 
ments, has bcen wholly uſcleſs, 
(tho yet in Force) becauſe there- 
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by is provided no Remedy to in- 
duce the Execution of it. And 
it's pain, that a bare Poſitive 
law in this Caſe, without pro- 


viding a Remedy for the Subject 


peaceably to procure the Execution 
of it, muſt needs be a fruitleſs 
Law. 
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Whereas againſt the Acceptance 


_ of the Revenues, with the afore- 


mentioned Condition annexed.there 
can be no colour of ObjeCtion, for 
it neceſſitates no more than what 
by Law ought to be done: And 
what 1s endeavoured, ſhould be be- 
lieved will be done; beſides it will 
be Cin all probability ) an im- 
moveable Precedent ; for it cannot 
be ſuppoſed that the Commoys of 


England, after they have gained a 
kind of Certainty of Anniverſary 
Parliaments, will again abandon 
themſelves to the Uncertainty that 
in the former Reigns has been ex- 
perienced, 


Gentlemen, 

The ſuppoſed Right that Elefors 
have to communicate their Appre- 
henſions to their Repreſentatives in 
Parliament, and the ſeeming Dan- 
ger of a Miſunderſtanding about 
the Triennial Bill, and likewiſe the 
impoſlibility of making this Propo- 
ſition any other way, bas procur'd 
You this Trouble from 


Tour Elefors. 


FiINIS. 


